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gone off from the death of the French king to that of Monsieur Boileau1, Bacine, Corneille, and several other poets, whom they regretted on this occasion, as persons who would have obliged the world with very noble elegies on the death of so great a prince and so eminent a patron of learning.
At a coffee-house near the Temple I found a couple of young gentlemen engaged very smartly in a dispute on the succession to the Spanish monarchy. One 'of them seemed to'have been retained as advocate for the Duke of Anjou, the other for his Imperial Majesty2. They were both for regulating the title tq that kingdom by the statute laws of England, but Aiding them going out of my depth, I passed forward to Paul's Churchyard, where I listened with great attention to a learned man, who gave the company an account of the deplorable state of France during the minority of the deceased king.
I then turned on my right hand into Fish Street, where the chief politician of that quarter, upon hearing the news (after having taken a pipe of tobacco, and ruminated for some time) : * If ', -'says he, ' the King of France is certainly dead, we shall have plenty of mackerel this season; our fishery will not be disturbed by privateers, as it has been for these ten years past.' He afterwards considered how the death of this great man would affect our pilchards, and by "several other remarks infused a general joy into his whole audience.
I afterwards entered a by-coffee-house that stood at the upper end of a narrow lane, where I met with a nonjuror, engaged very warmly with a laceman who was the great support of a neighbouring conventicle. The matter in debate was, whether the late French king was most like Augustus Csesar or Nero. The controversy was carried on with great heat on both sides, and as each of them looked upon me very frequently during the course of their debate,
1  Boileau died in 1711, a few months before this paper was written.
2  Philip V of Spain and the Archduke Charles.